
Introduce

Poetry Across Time

Conflict



Establish

Belfast Confetti
By Ciaran Carson



Definition

1. (Slang) screws, bolts, and metal shop scrap 
used by rioters as missiles.

Definition 'Belfast Confetti'...

For we’ll throw some 
Belfast Confetti on them 
and see how they will be 

getting on with that!

‘Belfast Confetti’…
it’s not nice.’ - 
Ciaran Carson



Discuss/Establish

What is the significance 
of the poem's title?



Discuss/Identify

Political Murals



Author's Background and Ideas

Belfast Confetti
By Ciaran Carson

Poet and novelist Ciaran Carson was born in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, in 1948. "I write in English, but the ghost of Irish 
hovers behind it; and English itself is full of ghostly presences," 
he suggests two influences on his poetry: his bilingual upbringing, 
and an unusual alertness to language. He shows language being 
used to enforce, to spy, and - broken into its almost meaningless 
constituent parts - to commit physical violence, when the bomb 
in 'Belfast Confetti' is loaded with not only ironmongery but "a 
fount of broken type." Violence, or its effects, often makes an 
appearance in Carson's poetry, whether this is found in 
historical warfare or the more recent conflicts of Northern 
Ireland. Indeed, Carson's use of the street names of Belfast 
that allude to these battles - "Balaclava, Raglan, Inkerman, 
Odessa Street" - underlines the violence of the Troubles.

"I see those poems as being very much just as if I were an 
eye on the scene. As if I were alert to the sounds of the 

time and what was going on at the exact time." 



Author's Background and Ideas

"When somebody comes to you and says 'OK, mate, over 
here, against the wall'," Carson says in exaggerated Cockney, 
"and you're asked who you are, where you're from, and you 

say: 'I'm from here.' When you hear it, in your home ..."



Background - Overview and link to video clips

'The Troubles'
Carson was a young man in Belfast when the Troubles began in 
1969.  ‘The Troubles’ refers to almost 30 years of violence 
between the nationalists (mainly Roman Catholic) who wanted 
independence from the UK and the unionists (mainly 
Protestants) who believed in strengthening the political ties 
between Northern Ireland and Britain.  Armed paramilitary 
groups, including the Provisional Irish Republican Army (IRA), 
made Belfast a terrifying place to live between 1969 and 1997 
and much of the violence took place around the Protestant 
Shankill Road and Catholic Falls Road areas.  The British 
government claimed that its forces were in Northern Ireland to 
keep law and order, but Irish republicans objected strongly to 
the presence of the British soldiers.
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Establish:  Falls Road Area

Falls Road
The Falls Road is the main road through west Belfast in Northern 
Ireland.  It is overtly political and home to the head quarters of 
Sinn Fein.

Housing in the area was organised in narrow streets of small 
terraced back-to-back housing, many named after events in the 
Crimean War.  Raglan Street was named after Lord Raglan whist 
Inkerman and Balaklava were both named after battles.

Buildings in the area had decayed 
considerably by the 1960s and 
redevelopment resulted in 
the demolition of much 
of the area. 

Loyalists opposed to the
Civil Rights movement of
the 1960s burnt out 
several streets around 
Falls Road in August 1969 and the British Army were deployed to 
this area to help keep the peace.  In 1970, the road was the scene 
of what became known as the Falls Curfew which resulted in the 
death of four Catholic civilians.

It was only in August 2005 that the British Army presence was 
removed from this road. 



Poem - Inc Link to BBC Video

Belfast Confetti

Suddenly as the riot squad moved in it was raining exclamation
marks,

Nuts, bolts, nails, car-keys. A fount of broken type. And
the explosion

Itself - an asterisk on the map. This hyphenated line, a burst
of rapid fire …

I was trying to complete a sentence in my head, but it kept
    stuttering,
All the alleyways and side streets blocked with stops and
    colons.

I know this labyrinth so well - Balaklava, Raglan, Inkerman,
   Odessa Street -
Why can’t I escape? Every move is punctuated. Crimea Street.
   Dead end again.
A Saracen, Kremlin-2 mesh. Makrolon face-shields. Walkie-
  talkies. What is
My name? Where am I coming from? Where am I going?
    A fusillade of question-marks.

CIARAN CARSON



Framed

An image of celebration

An example 
of?

Failure of 
words to 
describe the 
scene.

What is this
describing?

Reflects 
the sound 
of gun fire 
and the 
speaker's 
fear.

Trying to 
escape but 
cannot.

I know this labyrinth so well - Balaklava, Raglan, Inkerman,
   Odessa Street -
Why can’t I escape? Every move is punctuated. Crimea Street.
   Dead end again.
A Saracen, Kremlin-2 mesh. Makrolon face-shields. Walkie-
   talkies. What is
My name? Where am I coming from? Where am I going?
    A fusillade of question-marks.

Relates to 
mythology. 
Knows the 
area but 
still 
trapped. 

Areas and roads of Belfast

Implies 
violence and 
hesitation.

Who?

What does the last line 
mean?Fired simultaneously. 

Belfast Confetti

Suddenly as the riot squad moved in it was raining exclamation
marks,

Nuts, bolts, nails, car-keys. A fount of broken type. And
the explosion

Itself - an asterisk on the map. This hyphenated line, a burst
of rapid fire …

I was trying to complete a sentence in my head, but it kept
    stuttering,
All the alleyways and side streets blocked with stops and
    colons.



Establish/Discuss

irregular   enjambement                              lists          tense

Track carefully the end of the lines... 
What do you notice?  
How about the use of punctuation?  

Ciaran Carson makes deliberate use of 
form to achieve an erratic and 
fragmented feel within this poem.

Why?

Making use of form:

What effects are 
created by the poet's 

use of structure?



Skill: Explore the text

'raining exclamation marks'

Exploring language use in the text:

How does the 
poet make use of 

imagery?

'an asterisk on the map'

'blocked with stops and 
colons'

'A fount of broken 
type'

'This hyphenated 
line'

'A fusillade of 
question marks'



Skill: Exploring Ideas

I know this labyrinth so well - 
Balaklava, Raglan, Inkerman, 

Odessa Street -

Why can't I escape?

Reading for Meaning:

Reflection...
* Do you think the poet is being 

literal?
* What else could the labyrinth 

be?
Explain your ideas.



Look at the images below:  

Can you find the quotation/idea 
that they refer to?



Skill: Exploring the Text

1. Ciaran Carson states the importance of poetry telling
a story. What is the story that he tells in this poem? 

2. What do you understand by the title of the poem? 
Is the title ironic? 

3. Consider the list of street names. 
Can you see any significance to their names? 

4. Consider the length of the lines of the poem and how 
they change. Why do you think Ciaran Carson writes in 
this style? 

5. What different emotions come across in the poem?
6. How does Carson build up a sense of panic and 

claustrophobia?
6. How is the craft of creating a poem mirrored in the 

events of the story of the poem? 
7. Why does the poem finish with three questions? 

Exploring the text:



Quick Questions - F

1. What has the speaker been 
caught up in?

2. Why can the speaker not escape 
from this area?

3. Why does the speaker use irregular line lengths and 
incomplete sentences?

4. The language changes from past to present between the  
1st and 2nd stanza. Why has the poet done this?

5. What does the speaker suggest about himself in the 
poem?

Question Time!



Links and References

Poet reading poem:
http://www.poetryarchive.org/poetryarchive/
singlePoem.do?poemId=339

BBC Northern Ireland Learning page:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/schools/11_16/
poetry/war.shtml

Article about Poet - 'Life in Poetry':
 http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2009/jan/17/poetry-
ciaran-carson-belfast-ireland

Background information on 'The Troubles':
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/recent/troubles/
the_troubles_article_01.shtml
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_Ireland/flash/
0,6189,344683,00.html

Article about living with 'The Troubles':
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/
belfast-confetti-643620.html

Teacher analysis of the poem:
http://www.helpmewithenglish.co.uk/page_2111267.html

Links:


