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Overview of the Unit 

Unit 4 Further and Independent Reading 

 

Aim To introduce you to a wider range of texts 

To allow you to make your own choice of texts 

To introduce you to different ways of thinking about texts 

 

Assessment Two coursework essays, both marked out of 30 to give a total of 60 marks: 

- a comparative study of an aspect of two texts (1500-2000 words) 

 

- a criticism of a poem or poems, using critical ideas from an anthology.  

(1200-1500 words) 

Texts for Study Poetry 

a collection of poems by Romantic poets 

 

Prose 

An anthology of critical approaches to thinking about texts 

A 20th or 21st century novel of your own choice 

 

Drama 

A Streetcar Named Desire, by Tennessee Williams 

 

 



Thinking about this Unit 

As the name might suggest, the unit ‘Further and Independent Reading’ emphasises your own 

reading, your own text choices and your own critical evaluation of texts. You have to produce a 

folder of coursework, containing two essays and not exceeding 3000 words in total.  

Your teacher for this unit will facilitate your learning (in other words, they will give you materials and 

encourage discussion) but they will not dictate ideas to you, nor will they offer you answers. For 

some of you, this will be an exciting challenge; for others, perhaps it sounds more daunting. To make 

your task a little more approachable, we will focus in class on two areas: Romantic poetry and 

Tennessee Williams’ play A Streetcar Named Desire.  

The first piece of coursework which we will work towards is called the ‘Anthology Response’; it 

requires you to study a few different schools of literary criticism, beginning with Feminism and 

Marxism, then considering aesthetic value and metaphorical readings.  

Once we’ve studied the anthology of literary criticism, you need to choose a poem or two to 

criticise. To help you, we will study a collection of Romantic poetry, encompassing a range of 

different poems which should allow you to apply Marxist, feminist, metaphorical and aesthetic 

readings. We are going to begin our study of Romanticism as a genre this term.  

The second piece of coursework is called the ‘Comparative Study’. Your teacher will teach the play A 

Streetcar Named Desire to you; you must select a novel to compare to the play. The study of the 

novel will be entirely your own. 

Key Dates 

By the end of August 
 2014 

Select a novel upon which to base your comparative coursework 
 
Write a report on this novel, including its plot, key themes, key aspects 
of narrative, context and other notable elements. 
 

By the end of November 
2014 

 

Submit your first draft of the anthology response coursework 

By the middle of January 
2015 

 

Submit your final draft of the anthology response coursework 

By the end of February 
2015 

 

Submit your first draft of the comparative coursework 
 

By the end of term two 
2015 

 

Submit your final draft of the comparative coursework 



Reading Log 

Make notes on novels you read in preparation for the comparison coursework. Try to summarise the 

plot, comment on how the narrative is structured, and identify major themes, attitudes, and literary 

devices.  

Novel Notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



A Thousand Splendid Suns is a 2007 novel by Afghan-American author Khaled 

Hosseini. It is his second, following his bestselling 2003 debut, The Kite 

Runner. The book focuses on the tumultuous lives of two Afghan women and 

how their lives cross each other, spanning from the 1960s to 2003. 

To the Lighthouse is a 1927 novel by Virginia Woolf. A landmark novel of high 

modernism, the text, which centres on the Ramsays and their visits to the Isle 

of Skye in Scotland between 1910 and 1920, skillfully manipulates temporal 

and psychological elements. The novel includes little dialogue and almost no 

action; most of it is written as thoughts and observations. The novel recalls 

childhood emotions and highlights adult relationships. Among the book's many 

themes are those of loss, subjectivity, and the problem of perception. 

Beloved is a novel by the American writer Toni Morrison. Set after the 

American Civil War (1861–1865), it is inspired by the story of an African-

American slave, Margaret Garner, who temporarily escaped slavery during 

1856 in Kentucky by fleeing to Ohio, a free state. Beloved's main character, 

Sethe, kills her daughter and tries to kill her other three children when a 

posse arrives in Ohio to return them to Sweet Home, the plantation in 

Kentucky from which Sethe recently fled. A woman presumed to be her 

daughter, called Beloved, returns years later to haunt Sethe's home 

The Handmaid's Tale is a dystopian novel, a work of science fiction or 

speculative fiction, written by Canadian author Margaret Atwood and first 

published by McClelland and Stewart in 1985. Set in the near future, in a 

totalitarian Christian theocracy which has overthrown the United States 

government, The Handmaid's Tale explores themes of women in subjugation 

and the various means by which they gain agency. 

Comparative Coursework: reading list 
Over the summer we would like you to read at least one of the novels listed below. You 

must choose carefully as you will use this text to complete your second piece of coursework; 

ideally it should be a novel you enjoy and one in which you can see a number of key themes 

and ideas developing which interest you in some way. When you return, we will ask you to 

present your novel to the class. You may wish to think of an interesting and exciting way to 

do this, but don’t forget…this will be presented in your first lesson back… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Color Purple is a 1982 epistolary novel by American author Alice Walker 

that won the 1983 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and the National Book Award for 

Fiction. Taking place mostly in rural Georgia, the story focuses on female black 

life in the 1930s in the southern United States, addressing numerous issues 

including their exceedingly low position in American social culture. The novel 

has been the frequent target of censors and appears on the American Library 

Association list of the 100 Most Frequently Challenged Books of 2000-2009 at 

number seventeen because of the sometimes explicit content, particularly in 

terms of violence. 
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The Long Song is set in early 19th-century Jamaica, on a sugar-cane plantation, in 

the turbulent years before – and just after – the abolition of slavery. The novel is 

in the form of a memoir written by an old Jamaican woman called July, once a 

slave on Amity Plantation. Her son, Thomas, is a printer who learnt his trade in 

Britain after his mother abandoned him – felicitously – on a minister's doorstep as 

a baby. We learn that he intends to publish his mother's book but he and his 

mother – comically – do not see eye to eye. July has her own views about style 

and tells us she will not dawdle over descriptions of trees and grass. Her memoir 

will not keep company with gold-bound volumes filled with the "puff and twaddle 

of some white lady's mind". 

Oranges are not the only fruit is the story of Jeanette, adopted and brought up 

by her mother as one of God's elect. Zealous and passionate, she seems destined 

for life as a missionary, but then she falls for one of her converts. At sixteen, 

Jeanette decides to leave the church, her home and her family, for the young 

woman she loves. Innovative, punchy and tender, "Oranges Are Not the Only 

Fruit" is a few days ride into the bizarre outposts of religious excess and human 

obsession. 

A Passage to India (1924) is a novel by English author E. M. Forster set against the 

backdrop of the British Raj and the Indian independence movement in the 1920s. 

It was selected as one of the 100 great works of English literature by the Modern 

Library and won the 1924 James Tait Black Memorial Prize for fiction. The story 

revolves around four characters: Dr. Aziz, his British friend Mr. Cyril Fielding, Mrs. 

Moore, and Miss Adela Quested. During a trip to the Marabar Caves (modeled on 

the Barabar Caves of Bihar) Adela accuses Aziz of attempting to assault her. Aziz's 

trial, and its run-up and aftermath, bring out all the racial tensions and prejudices 

between indigenous Indians and the British colonists who rule India. 

The House of the Sprits is a novel which spans four generations; Isabel Allende's 

magnificent family saga is populated by a memorable, often eccentric cast of 

characters. Together, men and women, spirits, the forces of nature, and of history, 

converge in an unforgettable, wholly absorbing and brilliantly realised novel that is 

as richly entertaining as it is a masterpiece of modern literature. 

Like Water for Chocolate is the number one bestseller in Mexico and America for 
almost two years, and subsequently a bestseller around the world, Like Water For 
Chocolate is a romantic, poignant tale, touched with moments of magic, graphic 
earthiness, bittersweet wit - and recipes. A sumptuous feast of a novel, it relates the 
bizarre history of the all-female De La Garza family. Tita, the youngest daughter of the 
house, has been forbidden to marry, condemned by Mexican tradition to look after 
her mother until she dies. But Tita falls in love with Pedro, and he is seduced by the 
magical food she cooks. In desperation Pedro marries her sister Rosaria so that he can 
stay close to her. For the next twenty-two years Tita and Pedro are forced to circle 
each other in unconsummated passion. Only a freakish chain of tragedies, bad luck 
and fate finally reunite them against all the odds. 
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Atonement begins on the hottest day of the summer of 1934 when thirteen-year-old 
Bryony Tallis sees her sister Cecilia strip off her clothes and plunge into the fountain 
in the garden of their country house. Watching her is Robbie Turner, her childhood 
friend who, like Cecilia, has recently come down from Cambridge. By the end of that 
day, the lives of all three will have been changed for ever. Robbie and Cecilia will 
have crossed a boundary they had not even imagined at its start, and will have 
become victims of the younger girl's imagination. Bryony will have witnessed 
mysteries, and committed a crime for which she will spend the rest of her life trying 
to atone. 

 

Captain Corelli’s Mandolin is a number one bestseller. It is 1941 and Captain Antonio 
Corelli, a young Italian officer, is posted to the Greek island of Cephalonia as part of the 
occupying forces. At first he is ostracised by the locals, but as a conscientious but far from 
fanatical soldier, whose main aim is to have a peaceful war, he proves in time to be 
civilised, humorous - and a consummate musician. When the local doctor's daughter's 
letters to her fiancé - and members of the underground - go unanswered, the working of 
the eternal triangle seems inevitable. But can this fragile love survive as a war of bestial 
savagery gets closer and the lines are drawn between invader and defender? 

 

Working as a lady's companion, the heroine of Rebecca learns her place. Life begins to 
look very bleak until, on a trip to the South of France, she meets Maxim de Winter, a 
handsome widower whose sudden proposal of marriage takes her by surprise. She 
accepts, but whisked from glamorous Monte Carlo to the ominous and brooding 
Manderley, the new Mrs de Winter finds Max a changed man. And the memory of his 
dead wife Rebecca is forever kept alive by the forbidding Mrs Danvers . .  

 

For 15-year-old Michael Berg, a chance meeting with an older woman leads to far more 
than he ever imagined. The woman in question is Hanna, and before long they embark 
on a passionate, clandestine love affair which leaves Michael both euphoric and 
confused. For Hanna is not all she seems. Years later, as a law student observing a trial in 
Germany, Michael is shocked to realize that the person in the dock is Hanna. The woman 
he had loved is a criminal. Much about her behaviour during the trial does not make 
sense. But then suddenly, and terribly, it does - Hanna is not only obliged to answer for a 
horrible crime, she is also desperately concealing an even deeper secret. 

 

Set before and during the great war, Birdsong captures the drama of that era on both a 

national and a personal scale. It is the story of Stephen, a young Englishman, who arrives 

in Amiens in 1910. Over the course of the novel he suffers a series of traumatic 

experiences, from the clandestine love affair that tears apart the family with whom he 

lives, to the unprecedented experiences of the war itself. 
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Dangling Man: Take a man waiting - waiting between the two worlds of civilian life and 

the army, suspended between two identities - and you have a man who, perhaps for the 

first time in his life, is really free. However, freedom can be a noose around a man's 

neck.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Notes on a Scandal: From the first day that the beguiling Sheba Hart joins the staff of St 

George's history teacher Barbara Covett is convinced she has found a kindred spirit. Barbara's 

loyalty to her new friend is passionate and unstinting and when Sheba is discovered having an 

illicit affair with one of her pupils, Barbara quickly elects herself as Sheba's chief defender. But 

all is not as it first seems in this dark story and, as Sheba will soon discover, a friend can be 

just as treacherous as any lover. 

All the Pretty Horses: John Grady Cole is the last bewildered survivor of long generations of 

Texas ranchers. Finding himself cut off from the only life he has ever wanted, he sets out for 

Mexico with his friend Lacey Rawlins. Befriending a third boy on the way, they find a country 

beyond their imagining: barren and beautiful, rugged yet cruelly civilized; a place where 

dreams are paid for in blood.. 

Enduring Love: One windy spring day in the Chilterns, Joe Rose's calm, organised life is 

shattered by a ballooning accident. The afternoon, Rose reflects, could have ended in mere 

tragedy, but for his brief meeting with Jed Parry. Unknown to Rose, something passes 

between them - something that gives birth in Parry to an obsession so powerful that it will 

test to the limits Rose's beloved scientific rationalism, threaten the love of his wife Clarissa 

and drive him to the brink of murder and madness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Set in post-apartheid South Africa, J. M. Coetzee’s searing novel tells the story of David 
Lurie, a twice divorced, 52-year-old professor of communications and Romantic Poetry at 
Cape Technical University. Lurie believes he has created a comfortable, if somewhat 
passionless, life for himself. He lives within his financial and emotional means. Though his 
position at the university has been reduced, he teaches his classes dutifully; and while age 
has diminished his attractiveness, weekly visits to a prostitute satisfy his sexual needs. He 
considers himself happy. But when Lurie seduces one of his students, he sets in motion a 
chain of events that will shatter his complacency and leave him utterly disgraced. 
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 Waiting for Sunrise: Vienna, 1913. Lysander Rief, a young English actor, sits in the waiting 

room of the city's preeminent psychiatrist as he anxiously ponders the particularly intimate 

nature of his neurosis. When the enigmatic, intensely beautiful Hettie Bull walks in, Lysander 

is immediately drawn to her, unaware of how destructive the consequences of their 

subsequent affair will be. One year later, home in London, Lysander finds himself entangled in 

the dangerous web of wartime intelligence - a world of sex, scandal and spies that is slowly, 

steadily, permeating every corner of his life... 

William Boyd’s an OG! 

 

Sons and Lovers: This novel is Lawrence's semi-autobiographical masterpiece in which he 

explores emotional conflicts through the protagonist, Paul Morel, and his suffocating 

relationships with a demanding mother and two very different lovers. 

Lawrence's novels are perhaps the most powerful exploration in the genre in English of family, 
class, sexuality and relationships in youth and early adulthood. 
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