
 

 

  

 

 



Nothing beats seeing the play itself.   If you have any opportunity to 

do this, grab it with both hands. 

 

Blood Brothers is currently playing at: 

Jan 12 – Sat 16 Jan: Broadway Theatre, Peterborough 

Mon 18 – Sat 23 Jan: Congress Theatre, Eastbourne 

Mon 25 - Sat 30 Jan 2016 Richmond Theatre, Richmond  

Mon 01 – Sat 6 Feb: Grimsby Auditorium, Grimsby 

Mon 08 - Sat 13 Feb 2016: Edinburgh Playhouse, Edinburgh 

Mon 15 – Sat 20 Feb 2016: Theatre Royal, Nottingham 

Mon 22 - Sat 27 Feb 2016: The Churchill Theatre, Bromley  

Tue 01 - Sat 05 Mar 2016: New Theatre Oxford, Oxford 

Tue 22 - Sat 26 Mar 2016: Princess Theatre, Torquay 

Mon 28 Mar – Sat 2nd Apr 2016: Leeds Grand Theatre 

Mon 5 Apr – Sat 9 Apr 2016: Blackpool Winter Gardens 

 

It can also be found (rather fuzzily) in a number of parts on youtube.  This is the link 

to part 1, posted by Mr Poochsmooch … the others follow on: 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9mbfRiZ2Bk 

 

 

You might like to explore other works by Willy Russell.   The two most famous, 

‘Educating Rita’ and ‘Shirley Valentine’ have both been made into films 

which would be easy to access and enjoy.   You will recognise many of 

the themes from ‘Blood Brothers’ in these films.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9mbfRiZ2Bk


 

INTRODUCTORY TASK  

Look at the images and title and mind map any thoughts that come to your mind about what this 

play might be about and what kind of play it is.  Don’t look it up on the internet!  You will find out 

the truth later on, just predict what it might be about 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Before you start reading it is useful to know about the context of the play, book or poem.  For Blood 

Brothers, this will also be tested in the exam. (A02) 

There are 2 contexts to be aware of:  

A) The context of when, where and by whom the play was written 

B) The context of when and where  the play is set 

TASK 1: SEARCHING FOR CONTEXT: THE WRITER 

Who wrote Blood 
Brothers?  

 

When was it written 
and published? 

 

Where is the writer 
from? 

 

What was 
happening in the UK 
at the time of 
writing? Think 
politically and 
socially. 

 

What can you find 
out about the 
writer’s background, 
views and beliefs? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TASK 2: SEARCHING FOR CONTEXT: THE PLAY 

Using the internet, the back of your text and also the CGP guide, find out as 
much as you can about Liverpool from the end of the second world war until 
1981.  Here are some categories to help you: 

POLITICS  

HOUSING  

EDUCATION  

WORK  

ANYTHING ELSE 
INTERESTING  

 

 

TASK 3: CREATIVITY AND DEVELOPMENT.  

Make a poster with images of Liverpool at the time the play is set. Attach it 

to the back of the booklet 

 

 



TASK 4: CREATIVITY AND DEVELOPMENT.  

Imagine you are a journalist who is interviewing Willy Russell.  Write 7 

questions which you would like to ask him. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK 5- What is musical theatre? 

TASK 6- Select 2 
musicals and search 
for clips from them on 
You Tube.  Use the 
poster to help or 
search for other 
musicals which you 
have heard of.  Write 
a short comparison 
based on what you 
have seen.  Think 
about setting, 
scenery, costumes, 
characters, lighting 
and music. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjAz8rL_b_JAhWBSxoKHUMyDfAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/426153183462705567/&psig=AFQjCNHnXQ0NtBfLw6mhBYc9LHFns4Erhw&ust=1449241977597958


The play (finally, I hear you say!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9mbfRiZ2Bk&list=PL0383FCE1DF004F88 

As you are reading along you can watch the songs on you tube. (if in 

doubt type in Blood brothers to you tube.  These are the names of 

the songs: 

1. Overture  

2. Marilyn Monroe  

3. My Child  

4. Easy Terms  

5. Shoes Upon The Table  

6. July 18th  

7. Kids' Game  

8. Gypsies In The Wood  

9. Long Sunday Afternoon / My Friend  

10. Bright New Day  

11. Entr'acte / Marilyn Monroe 2  

12. Secrets  

13. That Guy  

14. Summer Sequence  

15. I'm Not Saying A Word  

16. One Day In October  

17. The Robbery  

18. Marilyn Monroe 3  

19. Light Romance / Madman  

20. The Council Chamber  

21. Tell Me It's Not True 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9mbfRiZ2Bk&list=PL0383FCE1DF004F88


Studying Act 1 

BLOOD BROTHERS ACT 1 
 

When you see a box like this on the 
worksheet, this means you should look the 

word up and fill in the definition in the box. 
 
In the book, before the play begins, the writer gives a production 
note to help the direct to design the set.  Read it and draw in the box 
below what you think the stage should look like.  You can do it from 
a bird’s eye view or from the audience’s perspective.  
 

 
 
LISTEN TO THE OVERTURE FROM 2MIN: 26 and read along 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mc8hB6McP7Y 
 
 

 
What do you notice about the language in the prologue? 
 
 
 
What do you think is the effect of this? 

Key dramatic term: 

PROLOGUE 

 

 

 

Key dramatic term: 

SET 

This is all the large 

items on stage which 

give the impression of 

place, things like 

furniture and walls. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mc8hB6McP7Y


EXTENSION QUESTION- Do you know any other plays which have a prologue where you 
find out the end of the story right at the opening of the play? 
LISTEN AND READ ALONG 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzhdRTUGCHE&spfreload=10 
Mrs Johnstone sings a lot about MARILYN MONROE, find out 5 facts about her 

 
 

 
 
1   
 
2 
 
3 
 
4 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
 

Marilyn Monroe is a MOTIF which runs throughout the play.  
What do you think she represents? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Having listened and read about Mrs Johnstone’s past, what has happened to her?  How do 
you feel about her? 
 
 
 
READ ACT 1 AND LISTEN TO THE SONGS AS YOU COME TO THEM. 
 

page 11 MY CHILD https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouxfyhJhmBQ&spfreload=10 
page 14 EASY TERMS https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHL_aH17xX4  
Page 19 SHOES ON THE TABLE https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uC2xoHagzCk  
page 30 KID’S GAMES https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vR5DYz7SzZM  

Key dramatic term:  

MOTIF 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzhdRTUGCHE&spfreload=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouxfyhJhmBQ&spfreload=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHL_aH17xX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uC2xoHagzCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vR5DYz7SzZM


page 41 LONG SUNDAY AFTERNOON 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RomaIJb8fjg 
page 44 BRIGHT NEW DAY https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuIhaAmDyZ0  
 
 
PLOT SUMMARY in the boxes below draw a cartoon strip which shows the 
main things that happen in ACT 1. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuIhaAmDyZ0


FOCUS ON CHARACTERS  
 
Who are the PROTAGONISTS? 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
 

 
 
 
What is the role of the narrator?  
 
 
Create a character profile each of the main characters.  You should include 
quotes from the text and also your observations about them. 
 

character  quotes observations about them 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

Key dramatic term:  

PROTAGONIST 

 

 

 



 
 
THEMES are important in plays, poems and novels.  
The first themes that we come across are CLASS 
DIVIDE and SUPERSTITION  
 
You will be tested on the themes in the exam, so it is a 
good idea to start thinking about them now, and noting 
how they develop throughout the play. 

 
 
exam style question:  
 
HOW DOES WILLY RUSSELL USE MRS JOHNSTONE’S FIRST 
CONVERSATION WITH MRS LYONS TO ILLUSTRATE CLASS DIVIDE? You 
must refer to context in your answer.  
 
tips for answering this question. 
1. go back and find the conversation again and re-read it. 
2. focus on the text and make a table comparing Mrs Lyons to Mrs Johnstone, think 

about social and personal issues. 
3. find 6 quotes which you think are important for illustrating their differences 
4. look back at your notes and find the aspects of general CONTEXT which link in 

with the characters. (Life at the time in Liverpool, politics, education and welfare) 
 
1. the conversation is on page…….. 
 
2. Comparison table  

MRS JOHNSTONE MRS LYONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Key dramatic term:  

THEME 

 

 

 



 
3. quotes  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Context links 



NOW WRITE 400 WORDS ANSWERING THE QUESTION HERE OR EMAIL IT TO 
YOUR TEACHER  
 

HOW DOES WILLY RUSSELL USE MRS JOHNSTONE’S FIRST 

CONVERSATION WITH MRS LYONS TO ILLUSTRATE CLASS 
DIVIDE?  
You must refer to context in your answer.  
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



SUPERSTITION AND FATE 

Are you superstitious about anything? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Do you know of things that other people are superstitious about such as not 

flying on Friday the 13th or not walking under ladders? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Do you believe in fate? Why /why not? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Read pages 8-20 of the play 

How is superstition an important part of the plot? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

Read pages 20-29 of the play.  

EDDIE AND MICKEY MEET. How does their language show the difference in 

their social class?  Start by making a chart of words each of them uses. 

 

 

 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

BONUS EXTENSION TASK: 

Do some research into the NATURE/NUTURE ARGUMENT and make a short 

podcast discovering your findings. 

 

 



DETAILED FOCUS ON PAGE 26 

MICKEY: mam…..mam,  this is my brother 

MRS JOHNSTONE (stunned) : What? 

MICKEY: my blood brother, Eddie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explain the effect of this moment on the audience. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

READ PAGES 30-34 AGAIN 

What do you think that the kids’ games might foreshadow in the play? 
…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Key dramatic term:  

DRAMATIC IRONY 

 

 

 

Key dramatic term:  

FORESHADOWING 

 

 

 



 

READ PAGES 34-45 AGAIN 

How has Mrs Lyon’s character changed since the start of 

the play?  Give evidence to support your points and an 

explain as to why this might be 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Studying Act 2 

Read pages 46 – 55 (top):  ‘He becomes conscious of Edward approaching and 

affects nonchalance’ 

Here we meet Mickey and Edward aged 14, facing a number of teenage 

experiences. Eg. 

 Relationship with girls 

 Relationships with mums 

 Relationships with teachers 

 School itself 

Make a chart of the similarities and differences in those experiences for the 

two of them. 

Mickey Eddie 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

P55: Willy Russell uses interesting dialogue/staging here  - try acting it out with 

a friend … 

What is the purpose and effect of all the overlapping lines? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

P55-59: Mickey and Edward meet again ..   

Think about how Russell succeeds in making their meeting and the bond 

between them convincing.  Consider not only what they say, but how they say 

it. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

P59 ‘Mrs Lyons appears in the Kitchen’ to p60 ‘Mrs Lyons exits.    

Do you think Russell wants us to sympathise with Mrs Lyons? Give reasons for 

your answer. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



P61: Eddie and Mickey emerge from the cinema – p64.  (Note that they grow 

up from 14 to 18 in these few pages … ) to  ‘and only if we could stop and be 

forever just 18.’ 

The developing relationship between the three of them: Mickey, Linda and 

Eddie.   

How does Russell create an idyllic picture of the three of them growing up 

together? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

How does Russell give us a sense that all will not be well in the end? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  



Draw (or recreate) the photos taken by Eddie, Mickey and Linda p63/64 

  



P64 to 67 from ‘We see Edward waiting by a street lamp’ to ‘Mickey and 

Linda exit’ 

Explore the way Russell presents the relationships of the three characters here.  

Think about what they say, and how they say it … as well as their actions and 

reactions. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  



From page 67 ‘The lights crossfade to the Johnstone House to page 79 ‘Mrs 

Johnstone enters just as Mickey disappears with the gun.’  

Make a chart showing the events of Mickey’s life in these pages (which cover 

about five years, compared to the events of Eddie’s life. 

Mickey Eddie 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  



Pages 79 – end 

Write the newspaper report which would have come out the day after the 

events in the final scene of the play.   Remember to interview key witnesses 

to include their quotations in your report, and think of a good headline.   

Write in columns – you may have subheadings, pictures, etc.  



At the end of the play consider the following questions:  

 

At the end, the narrator says: 

‘And do we blame superstition for what came to pass? 

Or could it be what we, the English, have come to know as class?’ 

To what extent do you think the play is about class differences in England? 

 

Act 1 and Act 2 contain a number of scenes which parallel each other.   Try to 

draw up a chart showing where the parallels occur and then consider why 

Russell might have constructed his play in this way. 

 

What is the role of the narrator throughout the play? 

 

  



The exam board have told us that you could be asked questions on: 

 Themes 

 Character and relationships 

 Plot  

 Setting 

Pick one of the following themes and create a power point to present on 

your return to the class: 

Superstition or Class,  

Fate or destiny 

I could have been him.   Contrasts in lifestyles and life chances 

(poverty/class/education) 

Dancing 

Toy guns and real guns 

Dreams 

Nature/Nurture 

The individual and society 

Love Triangles 

Motherhood 

Friendship 

Men and Women (presentation of gender issues) 

Money and materialism 

  



The examination itself … 

 

You will have a choice of two questions and will have to answer one.   Here are 

two sample questions provided by the board: 

 

Blood Brothers: Willy Russell 

Your response will be marked for the range of appropriate vocabulary and 

sentence structures, and accurate use of spelling and punctuation. 

 

EITHER 

Mickey (looking at him): you don’t understand anythin’ do ye? I don’t wear a 

hat that I can tilt at the world. 

Explore the significance of the relationship between Mickey and Eddie. 

You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.  

(Total for question 1 = 40 marks (includes 8 marks for the range of 

appropriate vocabulary and sentence structures, and accurate use of spelling 

and punctuation)) 

 

OR 

 

Narrator: When you’re young, free and innocent and just eighteen. 

In what ways is freedom important in Blood Brothers? 

You must refer t the context of the play in your answer. 

(Total for question 2 = 40 marks (includes 8 marks for the range of 

appropriate vocabulary and sentence structures, and accurate use of spelling 

and punctuation)) 



 

This is a general mark scheme from the board. 

This question is marked for: 

A01: your personal response, engagement with the text use of references 

(quotations) and your critical style.      16 marks 

A03: your knowledge  of context and its relationship with the text and your 

ability to include it in your answer.     16 marks 

A04: spelling, punctuation and grammar.    8 marks 



  



 


